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The Great Strike Of 1877
 	The violent incidences that ensued the 1877 railroad strike were considered worst of all since the Draft Riot that had occurred fourteen years earlier in the city of New York (McNamara). The strike started as a simple go-slow by railroad workers in western Virginia protesting over wage reduction, but the incident escalated to national strike within a short time. The strike paralyzed commerce in most parts of the country (McNamara). Nevertheless, the strike ended after a few weeks, but not until a great havoc was experienced. Things were brought to sobriety when the federal government mobilized its troops to quell the riot, a move that was first of its kind. This easy entails a critical analysis of primary sources that give an account of events during the 1877 great strike.  The analysis will consider the causes of the strike and the actual events that took place. After that, a comparison will be made to show how Striker captured the events of the strike in his book. 
In 1877, many enterprises were still suffering from the economic depression that was caused by 1873 panic (Digital History). The Northern railroad companies were not an exception to this suffering, and therefore they resorted to cutting the wages a move that prompted the workingmen to engage in a violent strike.  The unfolding of events started when the Pennsylvania railroad reduced the salaries by ten percent in May and June consecutively. The other railroad companies followed suit. The last blow occurred on 13th July when the Ohio and Baltimore railway lines declared a pay cut of ten percent on every worker earning more than a dollar per day. It also limited the workweek to a maximum of three days. Following this declaration, approximately forty firemen downed their tools, and by the end of that day, Baltimore rail workers had started to obstruct the movement of freight trains (Digital History).  Another thing that fueled the strike is a move by the Pennsylvania Company to increases the length of the trains without proportionately increasing the crew size, a move that prompted the worker to brocade the movement of trains.
Rapidly, the fierce strike spread out to other cities such as San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, and Pittsburgh.  To contain the situation, Governors from three states, namely; West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and  Maryland deployed their state militias to disperse the rioting crowd. However, instead of retreating the strikers confronted the police by throwing stones and the militias retaliated by firing back, which resulted in casualties and loss of life (McNamara). The killing and injuring of rioters fueled the rampage where the protesters razed the trains, cars, and buildings belonging to railroad companies. 
The state militias were overwhelmed by the rioters, and therefore, the governors wrote to the president seeking reinforcement of the federal troops (McNamara).  Army troops from Philadelphia were used to quell the protest in Pittsburg and Reading. Press coverage by the New York Tribune described the situation as scary; troops opened fire at the protesting crowd. However, the troops managed to calm the situation by the end of July. It was estimated that more than a hundred people lost their lives during the strike. Again, the crowed razed 39 houses, 104 locomotive engines, and over a thousand cars belonging to railroad companies. After the strike, the state rail companies banned union activities (Digital History). Again, the cities started to build armories in preparation for any future strike of that kind.  
In his book, striker dwells much on the issue of wages. According to him, the wage cut was a plot that was orchestrated by moneyed men (railway lords) in order to amass themselves with wealth and become a powerful monopoly at the expense of voiceless rail workers (Striker, 326).  A sharp contrast is seen when the media in the primary sources support the railroad company citing that, wages cut was an appropriate measure to alleviate the suffering of economic depression. From Striker's viewpoint, the press was just a mercenary hired to defend the railroad companies against labor spoils (Striker, 323). Striker claims that it was unfair to cut wages during the times of economic downturn because employers did not increase wages when the economy was good. 
The book also expresses the violent incidences during the strike as unintended events that were regrettable (Striker, 324).  Striker fails to give an account of the massacres and destruction of properties that occurred during the rampage. He only refers to the great strike as a symptom of a disorder. Again, while the primary sources claim that the union activities were banned after the strike, the book presents the aftermath of the strike as the  time that was appropriate to form brotherhoods and unions that  would advocate for fair wages and rights of laborers (Striker, 324). 
To sum up, it is very clear from the primary sources that the leading causes of the great strike were the reduction of wages, limitation of working days, and lengthening of the train without increasing the number of crews. Violent strikes ensued after the railroad companies effected these changes. Even though the situation was contained, regrettable repercussions had already been experienced. A comparison of the book and the primary sources shows a sharp contrast between how the two sources presented the causes of strike and the incidences that followed the strike. While the primary sources give a detailed account of events, the book presents a slight account which also contradicts the primary source. 
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